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his portrait with pleasure, in one of your saloons. I am going to establish him; would it be agreeable to you if I give him your livery ? "
" M. le Due du Maine," said the Princess, " is the type of what is gracious, and noble, and beautiful; he can only do honour to my livery; I grant it him with all my heart, since you do me the favour of desiring it. Would I were in a position to do more for him!"
The King perfectly understood these last words; he made no reply to them, but he understood all that he was meant to understand. We went down again into the gardens.
The fishermen of Choisy had just caught a salmon of enormous size, which they had been pursuing for four or five days; they had intended to offer it to Mademoiselle; the presence of the King inspired them with another design. They wove with great diligence a large and pretty basket of reeds, garnished it with foliage, young grass and flowers, and came and presented their salmon to the King, all leaping in the basket.
The fisherman charged with the address only uttered a few words ; they were quite evidently
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